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Zelda Bailey 

& Pat Tucci 

parked in 

front of the 

new Avanti  

restaurant  

in central  

Denver. 

 

In this issue 

is an article 

— The New 

Car Smell.  

  

 From the President: It’s been a fun summer, so far, with RMAC partici-

pation at the June 18 Castle Rock Car Show (Frank, Joe & I attended) and the 

July 9 Eaton Days Car show with Joe & Sheila, Ray & Catherine, Pat & Zelda, 

and, surprise, Steve & Gail Ault from Arizona with their ‘63 Avanti.  

 Thanks to Steve & Sandy Doerschlag for hosting the Eaton show. Spe-

cial thanks to Pat and Zelda for their contributions to this newsletter! 

 Upcoming events include a  possible  Drive Your Studebaker  Day  car-

avan on Sept. 10 to Mike & Nong’s house (please let me know if  you wish to 

participate) and the Kansas City AOAI International Sept 21-24. 

     Marilyn and I hope to see you soon. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

THAT NEW CAR SMELL 

Pat Tucci & Zelda Bailey 

 

Our 2006 Avanti coupe once again has that “new car smell”, thanks to an interior reno-

vation. After we bought the car and took a close look at the interior, we noticed a couple of 

places where the vinyl was coming off of the side panels and around the console. It looked like 

they had just cut some of the pieces too short at the factory and the glue didn’t hold. There 

were also a couple of places where the vinyl appeared to bubble or pucker. Zelda tried to glue 

some of the pieces back on, but they wouldn’t stay, so it was time to get some professional 

help. 

After a couple of false starts with one auto upholstery company, we finally contracted 

with Auto Weave in Wheat Ridge to do the job. They were very professional and outlined a 

plan for a thorough renovation. The owner has a 2006 Mustang, which basically has the same 

interior as the Avanti, so he could refer to that if needed.  

As they got into the renovation, they started to have some problems and concerns, and 

called me to come down and look at what they found. In some places the factory had used ex-

panding foam insulation to fill in gaps, had used duct tape to hold things in place, and there 

were some spots where the original glue was still tacky. On some of the larger panels the fac-

tory tried to use just a single large piece of vinyl to cover multiple curved surfaces, and that just 

did not work. 

 

Some of the expanding foam insulation used inside the car 

They asked us a few times, “Why did they do that?”. Unfortunately with Avanti Motor 

Corp. being out of business, there was no one to ask.  Eventually, they got the interior all re-

done and put back together, and it looks great. They had to install some piping along the door 

panels, and hand-stitch pieces of the rear panel, so that large single pieces of vinyl weren’t 

used, so there was a lot of detail work done. It looks great and we’re pleased with the out-

come, as well as the “new car smell”! 



   

 

New interior door panel and rear panel 

 

 

New Avanti badge on the steering wheel. 

The other interior issue 

that we have also recently 

dealt with, was the missing 

Avanti badge on the steering 

wheel. The factory has simply 

glued (weakly) an Avanti badge 

over the domed Mustang 

badge. The Avanti badge fell 

off at some point and we could-

n’t find it. After an extensive 

online search, we did manage 

to find one that was the right 

size, but attaching it to the 

curved surface of the Mustang 

badge was a problem. The 

Ford dealer said that the Mus-

tang badge couldn’t be re-

moved, as it was part of the 

airbag assembly. What we fi-

nally did was to get a rubber 

bathtub drain ring that we at-

tached around the Mustang 

badge to provide a flat surface 

on which to attach the Avanti 

badge. Then we used a putty 

that is used to mount mineral 

specimens to attach the Avanti 



Avantis: Phil Scott  

Zelda Bailey, Pat Tucci 

Joe’ Rink’s Avanti beside vehicles 

from the Conestoga Chapter 

 
Steve & Gail Ault’s Avanti parked next 

to Ray & Catherine’s Speedster 



RMAC Website: 

Don’t forget to 

check out our web-

site @ 

Rocky Mountain 

Avanti Chapter 

Joe & Sheila  

& Jerry Hackman 

(Conestoga Chapter) 

Marilyn & Phil 

Everyone  

enjoyed  

the shade 


